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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Catherine S. Collins on March 15, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims : 

1 . A vehicular rear window assembly comprising: 
a first fixed pane; 
a second fixed pane; 
a sliding pane; 

a drive assembly for moving said sliding pane, ^id drive assembly including a 
selectively driven cable having a first enlarged end and a second enlarged end; and 
a support system comprising: 

an upper horizontal member, a lower horizontal member, and a pair 
of spaced apart vertical members, said vertical members interconnecting said upper 
horizontal member and said lower horizontal member to define an opening, said fixed 
panes mounted between said upper and lower horizontal members; and 

a carrier supporting said sliding pane for horizontal movement 
between open and closed positions, said carrier including an elongate body having an 
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upper side with an upwardly facing channel for receiving a portion of said sliding pane 
therein and longitudinally o pposed ends having outer surfaces generally orthogonal to 
said upper side, said body further including a keyhole-shaped opening comprising two 
differently sized openings in at least one of said outer surfaces of said ends spaced 
below said upper side for receiving and latching one of said ends of said cable to said 
carrier wherein said cable moves said sliding pane when said cable is driven. 

2. The window assembly according to Claim 1 , wherein said lower horizontal member 
has a lower track, said canrier moving said sliding pane between said open and closed 
positions in said lower track. 

3. (cancelled) 

4. The window assembly according to Claim 1 , wherein one of said differently sized 
openings forms a receiving opening for receiving said one of said ends of said cable 
and the other one of said differently sized openings forms an elongate slot In 
communication with said receiving opening wherein said one of said ends of said cable 
is inserted into said receiving opening and then latched to said carrier when said cable 
is moved into said elongate slot. 
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5. The window assembly according to Claim 4, wherein said carrier includes an 
abutment adjacent said elongate slot for latching said one of said ends of said cable to 
said carrier. 

6. The window assembly according to Claim 5, wherein said elongate body includes a 
viewing opening for determining when said one of said ends is latched with said carrier. 

7. The window assembly according to Claim 6, wherein said viewing opening is 
provided in said upper side of said elongate body. 

8. The window assembly according to Claim 6, wherein said elongate body includes a 
second viewing opening for determining when said one of said ends is latched with said 
carrier. 

9. The window assembly according to Claim 8, wherein said second viewing opening is 
provided in a lower surface of said elongate body. 

10. The window assembly according to Claim 2, further comprising a cover for said 
lower track. 

1 1 . The window assembly according to Claim 10, wherein said cover includes at least 
one cable guide. 
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12. The window assembly according to Claim 
cable guides. 
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10, wherein said cover includes a pair of 



13. The window assembly according to Claim 1 1 , wherein said cable includes a cable 
sheath and a cable wire, said cable guide including a terminal for said cable sheath. 

14. The window assembly according to Claim 13, wherein said cover is engaged by 
said track. 

15. The window assembly according to Claim 14, wherein said cover includes a 
cooperating structure and said track includes a cooperating structure engaged by said 
cooperating structure of said cover. 

16. The window assembly according to Claim 15, wherein said cooperating structure of 
said cover comprises a projecting cooperating structure and said cooperating structure 
of said track comprises a slot. 

17. The window assembly according to Claim 16, wherein said projecting cooperating 
structure comprises a lug. 
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18. The window assembly according to Claim 14, wherein said cover includes a pair of 
cooperating structures and said track includes a pair of cooperating structures engaged 
by said cooperating structures of said cover. 

19. The window assembly according to Claim 1 . wherein each of said upper and lower 
horizontal members includes a channel-shaped member at least partially encapsulated 
in a polymeric material for defining upper and lower tracks, respectively, and said sliding 
pane being moved along said upper and lower tracks by said cable. 

20-31. (cancelled) 

32. A vehicular rear window assembly comprising: 
a fixed pane; 
a sliding pane; 

a drive assembly for moving said sliding pane, said drive assembly including a 
selectively driven cable having a first enlarged end and a second enlarged end; 
upper and lower tracks; and 

a carrier supporting said sliding pane for horizontal movement along said 
upper and lower tracks between open and closed positions, said carrier including a 
body having an upper side with an opening for receiving a portion of said sliding pane 
therein, said body further including longitudinallv opposed ends, at least one of said 
longitudinallv opposed ends having an outer surface generally orthogonal to said upper 
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side, said outer surface Including a keyhole-shaped opening comprising two differently 
sized openings formed therein and spaced below said upper side, said at least one of 
said longitudinally opposed ends including a cavity behind said keyhole-shaped opening 
and in communication with said keyhole-shaped opening, said keyhole-shaped opening 
for receiving said first end of said cable, and said first end of said cable being latched to 
said body when said first end of said cable is extended through one of said differently 
sized openings and seated in said cavity wherein said cable moves said sliding pane 
when said cable is driven. 

33. canceled 

34. The window assembly according to Claim 32, wherein said cavity extends below 
said upper side. 

35. The window assembly according to Claim 32, wherein the other one of said 
differently sized openings has a narrower width than said one of said differently sized 
openings. 

36. The window assembly according to Claim 35, wherein said one of said differently 
sized openings comprises an upper portion and said other one of said differently sized 
openings comprises a lower portion. 
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37. The window assembly according to Claim 36, wherein said portions of said cavities 
extend below said lower portions of said openings. 

38. The window assembly according to Claim 32, wherein said cavity extends below 
said other one of said differently sized openings. 

39. The window assembly according to Claim 32, wherein said carrier is positioned in 
said lower track. 

40. The window assembly according to Claim 39, further comprising a cover for said 
lower track. 

41 . The window assembly according to Claim 40, wherein said cover includes at least 
one cable guide. 

42. The window assembly according to Claim 41 , wherein said cable includes a cable 
sheath and a cable wire, and said cable guide includes a terminal for said cable sheath. 

43. The window assembly according to Claim 40, wherein said cover is engaged by 
said lower track. 
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Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art 
of record, absent applicant's own disclosure, fails to teach the entire combination of 
elements set forth in the claimed invention. Specifically, the prior art of record fails to 
teach a vehicular window assembly comprising carrier having a body which has 
longitudinally opposed ends having outer surfaces generally orthogonal to said upper 
side, said body further including a keyhole-shaped opening comprising two differently 
sized openings in at least one of said outer surfaces of said ends spaced below said 
upper side for receiving and latching one of said ends of said cable to said carrier. See 
claim 1 , lines 12-19. The prior art of record also fails to teach a vehicular window 
assembly comprising a carrier having a body including longitudinally opposed ends, at 
least one of said longitudinally opposed ends having an outer surface generally 
orthogonal to said upper side, said outer surface including a keyhole-shaped opening 
comprising two differently sized openings formed therein and spaced below said upper 
side, said at least one of said longitudinally opposed ends including a cavity behind said 
keyhole-shaped opening and in communication with said keyhole-shaped opening, said 
keyhole-shaped opening for receiving said first end of said cable, and said first end of 
said cable being latched to said body when said first end of said cable is extended 
through one of said differently sized openings and seated in said cavity. See claim 32, 
lines 7-19. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory J. Strimbu whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6836. The examiner can nonmally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 to 
4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Gregory*j. Strimlw! 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 
March 15, 2006 



